Serum TATI levels and clinical correlation in tumors of the head and neck.
By radioimmunoassay (RIA) we studied tumor-associated trypsin inhibitor (TATI) in 152 serum samples, divided into three groups: 35 healthy subjects, used as controls; 25 individuals with benign pathology of the ear, nose and throat (ENT) region; 92 serial samples obtained from 69 patients with malignant disease of the head and neck. The malignant ENT group were classified in four stages according to the degree of tumor activity. The TATI concentrations (mean +/- SD) were as follows: control group, 16.0 +/- 3.4; benign group, 17.1 +/- 6.7; A0, 14.8 +/- 11.5; A1, 12.1 +/- 3.5; A2, 17.01 +/- 1.4; A3, 43.0 +/- 54.9.